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Allow new evidence of learning to replace old. 
· When appropriate, give a “second chance.”  Focus on how well the student mastered the knowledge and skill in the end.  
· Two concerns may arise when students are given multiple opportunities to demonstrate learning:  
(1) Students may not take the first attempt seriously.  For this reason, second chances should not become the usual for students.  They may get the idea that they don’t have to prepare for a first assessment.  They may choose to go into the assessment unprepared to see how well they will do, figuring they’ll get a second chance.  So, second chances should be limited and also be at the discretion of the teacher.     

(2) Teachers will become overwhelmed by the paperwork.

· Teachers need to require students to provide evidence of the corrective action they will take, such as peer coaching, revising a report, writing an improvement plan, or practicing the needed skill before getting a second chance.  Students must demonstrate, tell, or write about what they will do differently if given a second chance.  This is a motivator for students who have not made the connection between their effort and their achievement.  When they do much better after following their plan of action, the experience helps them make that connection.       

· Allowing new evidence to replace old conveys an important message to students—that teachers care about their successful learning.  

