Best Practice in Student Assessment #8:  

Provide opportunities for student self-assessment 
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Student Self-Assessment (SSA) techniques require students to use an established set of criteria to evaluate their own work for the purpose of improving it.  SSA is an essential part of formative assessment.  Before students can become responsible for assessing their own work, they must clearly understand the criteria by which they are evaluating their activities and assignments.  Teachers must teach, model, and provide practice in self-assessment.  SSA helps students identify the qualities of good work, judge their work against these qualities, and then set goals for improvement.  SSA moves students away from a “What grade did you give me?” attitude to knowing what they need to do to be successful.  Students become more involved in and more responsible for their own learning.  Students learn that assessment is a part of learning and improving that involves collaboration between teachers and students.  Students become self-directed learners. Objectively self-assessing is difficult for students.  They’re better at spotting errors in other students’ work than in their own, so peer assessment and feedback can be an important part of the process.    Using peer and self-assessment frees up the teacher to work more closely with small groups of students.  Students should not give each other a grade that will be recorded.  Peer assessment should focus on improvement, not on grading.
SSA Strategies:

1. Self-corrected practice tests and quizzes.  Practice tests and quizzes can be a tool for self-assessment.  Students complete a practice test in the allotted time.  Then they correct their own test using a different color pen and referring to a study guide, teacher-made answer sheet, their notebook or textbook.  This type of self-assessed practice test can serve as a good review for a final test.  Students will clearly see what needs to be improved.
2. Self-corrected homework.  Put the answers on a transparency and have students evaluate their work.  They should make revisions and corrections.

3. Online Tutorials.  Computer-assisted tutorials that include a self-scoring component are a form of self-assessment.  

4. Rubrics
5. Self-assessment checklists and inventories
6. Teacher-student interviews and conferences
7. Weekly Self-Assessment Forms
8. Discussion (whole-class or small-group)
9. Reflection logs
